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Re-Clothe NY Coalition Renews Outreach Campaign to
Increase Textiles Reuse and Recycling in New York State
Recyclers, governments, and non-profits collaborate to reduce environmental impacts of textile waste
New York – Today, the Re-Clothe NY Coalition, a collaborative group of recyclers, non-profits, and governments
working to increase textiles reuse and recycling across New York State, announced a renewed outreach campa ign
to encourage residents to donate and recycle their unwanted clothing and household textiles, rather than put
them in the trash. This year's campaign dovetails with the adoption of landmark standards for coalition
membership that establish common messaging and ensure transparency, data sharing, and the highest, best
possible use of donated textiles. These standards, which were facilitated by the Product Stewardship Institute
(PSI), serve as the basis for this year's outreach campaign and strengthen the Coalition, one of the first public private partnerships of its kind and size in the U.S.
“New York State residents trash an estimated 1.4 billion pounds of recoverable clothing and textiles annually, with
a market value exceeding $130 million,” said Andrew Radin, chair of the New York Product Stewardship Council
(NYPSC) and recycling coordinator from Onondaga County, NY. “The economic benefits of textile recycling don’t
end there: over 1,000 new jobs could be created statewide if that material was donated for reuse and recycling.”
“Today, 85 percent of unwanted clothing is disposed as trash – recycling these textiles would have a greenhouse
gas reduction impact equivalent to removing one million cars from America’s roads,” said Eric Stubin, president
and chief executive officer of Trans-Americas Textile Recycling, Inc. “Our company is proud to partner with this
collaborative group of other textile recyclers, governments, and non-profits to increase textile recycling
statewide.”
Textile collection bins accept all household textiles – including clothing, shoes, towels, sheets, hats, pet clothes,
and other items – as long as they are clean, dry, and odorless. Worn, torn, ripped, or stained items are accepted;
even textiles that are no longer wearable can be donated for reuse and recycling.
“Approximately 40 percent of donated clothing is reused for its original purpose, helping those in need by
offering them free and low-cost clothes, shoes, and linens,” explained Dan Lilkas-Rain, chair of the Re-Clothe NY
Campaign for the New York State Association for Reduction, Reuse, and Recycling (NYSAR3) and recycling

coordinator for the Town of Bethlehem, NY. “An additional 30 percent of recycled and donated textiles are cut
into industrial wiping and polishing cloths, and the remaining 25 percent are shipped to mills where the textiles
are converted to fiber.”
In 2014, NYSAR3, the Secondary Materials and Recycled Textiles Association, and the Council for Textile Recycling
partnered to launch a statewide textile recovery campaign, eventually named "Re-Clothe NY," the most extensive
effort at that time to increase textile recovery nationwide. The 2016 campaign builds on this success.
This year, NYPSC and PSI created new and updated outreach materials to make it easy for local governments,
organizations, associations, and community advocates to help the Re-Clothe NY Coalition spread the word about
the benefits of textile recycling. The Outreach Toolkit and Media Toolkit include sample social media posts, fact
sheets, posters, and media alerts, making promoting textile recycling as easy as copy-and-paste for New York
agencies, organizations, and community advocates.
“This textiles reuse and recycling campaign has been a unique team effort among public agencies and collectors
and processors from the non-profit and private sectors,” said Scott Cassel, chief executive officer and founder of
PSI. “The outreach campaign has the potential to help save New York municipalities $36 million each year in
avoided disposal costs while returning valuable recovered materials back into the circular economy to create
quality recycling jobs.”
The New York State Pollution Prevention Institute (NYSP2I), which is funded through a grant from the NYS
Department of Environmental Conservation, provided the grant to support this campaign. “New York State
Pollution Prevention Institute is pleased to support the Coalition as they addres s a significant environmental
challenge here in New York,” said NYSP2I Director Charles Ruffing. “The textile recovery campaign will educate
consumers across the state, create economic opportunity, and improve the environment.”
Visit the Re-Clothe NY website for a list of acceptable materials, collection bin locations, the Outreach and Media
Toolkits, and other information on textile recycling in New York.
###
About the Re-Clothe NY Coalition
ReClothe NY is comprised of textiles recyclers, local governments, non-profit reuse organizations, and others
working together to increase the amount of textiles recovered for reuse and recycling in New York State. The
Coalition started as a partnership between the Council for Textile Recycling (CTR), New York State Association for
Reduction, Reuse, and Recycling (NYSAR3), and the Secondary Materials and Recycled Textiles (SMART)
Association.

About the Product Stewardship Institute
The Product Stewardship Institute (PSI) is a national, membership-based nonprofit committed to reducing the
health, safety, and environmental impacts of consumer products across their lifecycle with a strong focus on
sustainable end-of-life management. Headquartered in Boston, Mass., PSI takes a unique product stewardship
approach to solving waste management problems by encouraging product design changes and mediating

stakeholder dialogues. With 47 state environmental agency members, along with hundreds of local government
members from coast-to-coast, and 110 corporate, business, academic, non-U.S. government, and organizational
partners, we work to design, implement, evaluate, strengthen, and promote both legislative and voluntary
product stewardship initiatives across North America. Like us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter.
About the New York Product Stewardship Council (NYPSC)
NYPSC works to implement the principles of product stewardship in New York State and nationally by providing
leadership, guidance, and resources (including policies, evaluations, and educational tools) to individuals,
organizations, institutions, local governments, the state legislature, elected officials, and manufacturers. Product
stewardship is the act of minimizing health, safety, environmental and social impacts of a product and its
packaging throughout all lifecycle stages, and maximizing economic benefits. The producer of a product has the
greatest ability to minimize adverse impacts, but other stakeholders such as suppliers, retailers, and consumers
also play a role. NYPSC educates these stakeholders about the benefits of product stewardship and provides a
forum for the exchange of information regarding existing policies and programs.
About the New York State Pollution Prevention Institute (NYSP2I)
Sponsored by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, NYSP2I is led by the Golisano
Institute for Sustainability at Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT), and is a partnership between RIT, Clarkson
University, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and the State University of New York at Buffalo. NYSP2I’s statewide
reach is supported by partnerships with the state’s 11 New York Manufacturing Extension Partnership partners.
NYSP2I’s goal is to make the state more sustainable for workers, the public, the environment and the economy
through pollution prevention. Pollution prevention is reducing or eliminating waste at the source by modifying
production processes, promoting the use of non-toxic or less-toxic substances, implementing conservation
techniques and reusing materials rather than putting them into the waste stream.

