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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF MATTRESS STEWARDSHIP 

           

The New York Product Stewardship Council (NYPSC) strongly supports the introduction of a well-

crafted extended producer responsibility (EPR) program for mattresses in New York. Only a small 

percentage of the roughly 40 million mattresses and box springs sold nationwide each year are recycled. 

The vast majority are disposed of in landfills or incinerated, where their bulk makes them expensive and 

difficult to manage. Whether recycled or disposed of, mattresses represent a significant cost for many 

local governments to manage. An effective EPR program would shift these costs upstream toward the 

producer and away from local taxpayers while increasing the percentage of mattresses that are recycled 

and providing incentives for manufacturers to design easier-to-recycle products.  

 
A successful mattress extended producer responsibility program would have several key elements:  

 The program would require mattress producers to cover costs associated with collection, 

transportation and recycling of mattresses.  

 Mattress producers would be required to register with the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation (DEC) and pay a registration fee. Retailers would be prohibited 

from selling mattresses or box springs from producers that are not in compliance, and would be 

encouraged to act as collection locations for used mattresses.  

 Mattress producers would be required to develop and implement stewardship plans detailing how 

they will collect and process used mattresses and promote mattress recycling to consumers, 

wholesalers and retailers. Producers would have the option of creating their own individual 

plans, or working together to create and fund a collective plan. Producers would also be required 

to submit annual reports to DEC detailing the actions they have taken, accounting for costs, and 

evaluating their performance in meeting goals.  

 The program should include strong, enforceable performance targets for convenience, collection 

and recycling efficiency. If targets are not met, DEC should have the authority to require 

producers to modify their stewardship plans or to impose penalties.  

 Auditing and enforcement activities would be handled by DEC. Any revenue generated by the 

program should be allocated to DEC for the express purpose of administering the program. 

 

Mattress extended producer responsibility would be good for New York. It would increase mattress 

recycling and prevent local governments from bearing the cost of managing this bulky, expensive waste. 

The New York Product Stewardship Council strongly urges the General Assembly to consider 

mattress EPR for New York. 

  
 


