
            
 

To:  New York State Solid Waste Management and Recycling Leaders  

From:  New York Product Stewardship Council, Product Stewardship Institute, Inc. 

Date:  May 29, 2013 

Re: SUPPORT for Mercury Thermostat Collection Bills: S.1676 and A.1048 

          
Dear Stakeholders: 

We urge you to support the passage of a thermostat stewardship law in New York this session. Contact 

your State Senator and Representative today and encourage them to support Senate Bill S.1676, “The 

Mercury Thermostat Collection Act,” and Assembly Bill A.1048, “An Act to amend the environmental 

conservation law, in relation to the collection of mercury thermostats.” At this crucial moment, your 

legislators need to hear from you. Thermostat manufacturers are trying to weaken these bills, and your 

call will show that New York officials are serious about reducing mercury contamination. 

Each year, New Yorkers discard approximately 310,000 mercury thermostats, resulting in over one ton 

of toxic mercury entering the waste stream. Senate Bill S.1676 and Assembly Bill A.1048 would require 

manufacturers to develop a program to safely collect and manage mercury thermostats. Both bills will 

substantially strengthen New York’s current industry-funded voluntary thermostat collection 

program, administered by the Thermostat Recycling Corporation (TRC). TRC, an organization funded by 

thermostat manufacturers, collects at most 8 percent of the mercury thermostats available for 

collection nationwide, according to a report recently co-authored by PSI. 

Both bills include aggressive yet attainable performance goals and would require manufacturers to 

provide financial incentives for returned thermostats if the goals are not met. Maine and Vermont, 

which have the highest per capita collection rates for mercury thermostats in the country, both employ 

robust performance goals and financial incentives to achieve these results.  

Millions of mercury-containing thermostats are still in use in homes throughout the State of New York 

and are coming off the wall every day. If not collected and recycled now, the opportunity to capture this 

significant source of mercury will be lost. Enacting well-crafted and practical mercury thermostat take-

back legislation during this legislative session is critical. But we need your help to succeed. Contact your 

State Senator and Representative today and ask them to support S.1676 and A.1048. 

Sincerely, 

              
Andrew Radin      Scott Cassel 
Chairman      CEO and Founder 
New York Product Stewardship Council  Product Stewardship Institute, Inc. 
  

http://productstewardship.us/associations/6596/files/Turning_Up_The_Heat_II.pdf
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The Product Stewardship Institute is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

The New York Product Stewardship Council is dedicated to shifting New York’s product waste 
management system from one focused on government-funded and ratepayer-financed waste diversion 
to one that relies on “product stewardship,” where manufacturers bear the most responsibility for 
managing their products throughout their lifecycle. The product stewardship way of doing business is 
taking hold across the United States, with states like New York striving to reduce public costs and drive 
improvements in product design that promote environmental sustainability. NYPSC is constituted 
primarily of representatives of local government agencies, together with representatives of other 
stakeholder groups that support the product stewardship approach, including state solid waste officials, 
businesses, recyclers and the environmental community. This unique partnership is working to integrate 
the principles of product stewardship into the policy and economic structures of New York State. 
 
The Product Stewardship Institute is a national environmental organization with membership from 47 
state governments (including New York), more than 230 local governments, and over 95 businesses, 
organizations, universities, and non-U.S. governments dedicated to reducing the health and 
environmental impacts from consumer products. Since 2000, PSI has worked with manufacturers, 
retailers, recyclers, state and local governments, and others to increase the collection, reuse, and 
recycling of consumer products and packaging through both voluntary programs and legislation to 
promote industry-led product stewardship initiatives. PSI’s work on this issue is available on our 
website at: www.productstewardship.us/thermostats.  
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